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When Lhe Rev. Paul Arnopoulos
falks aboul putting legs on his pray-
©rs, he meaes it

He even puts a few muscles on the
fegs of (hese who follow him—four
wleps #l o ime-—up the stalrs of his
church. For four years Arnopoules
has been working to turn & former
synagogue Into the Disciples Minis

Doctrine fea't his big comcern at
tkls nondencominational evangeli-
cal church. He sald he learned in
the first awkward days four years
ago—whken he trznsplanted hiz
crowded Brooklyn Park church to
the pelghborhond—that passing out
religlous fracts doesn't mean & lot
tofolks, | f

“¥You have to start meetiag physi-
cal needs,” ke said. And that's whal
blschurchdid, o o
3 : £

Today, lhe church at mn Ollver
Av, N. offers lunch every weekday
srd passes out $30 bags of grocer-
les (0 700 families every month.
Every Wednesday end Snturday,
bread, rolls and fn occasional bag
of noodles are dislributed at the
corner of Emerson Av. and Eroad-

way, Armopoulos sald church mem-

bers sometimes have as many gs
500 bags of bread to pass out and
thal it's usualiy gone withia & mat.
ter of minules,

The food comes from stores such
as Red Owl, Country Stores, Sher-
man Baxery and Mr. Frapk’s Bak-
“ery. County Seal donatéd 700 new
blouses 1o be given zway in the
churel’s ciothisg distributica cén-
ter. That's in the haserment of the
church, & vast area filled with the
aroma of bubbling soup. Al oné
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Pastor Paul Arnopoulos offers hll mesas

prisons and other places.

end of the bubidiag are racks of
free clothes, many left from
church garage sales. Al the other
end are {ables for dining and o
fungle gym where visiting children
can play.

Arnopoules sald the number of
poople who eat lunch at the church

varies, but there have been as
many as 60 in an sfterncon, And
Arnopouios Lsn't the least bit shy
about his soup. He says he's Greek
and that his Infleence in the kitch-
€L works woaders.

Su, why di¢ a former électrical
press coatractor and professional

g6 on more than 1,000 lapes senleach weak to Africa,

“cancer mnd $125,000 for o' décay-
Ing church on the norts side?

Arnopoulos sald he wondered
ghout that, too—especiglly one
morning at 2 o'clock when he was
praying in the sanctuary. The room
that Is now his office was coated
with mold, tollets were tipped over

and walls were falling in, He mul
anys on his back on & scaffold,
painling the sanctuary.

What perhaps was even harder to
repair was the churehk's link to the
communily. The synagogue had
moved oul during the race rhots of
1068, Armopoulo: moved In with &
predominanty white congregation
from the sudburb of Brooklyn Park.

1t's only In the past two yca:s ihat
Arnopeulos says he's seen the
church becoming 8 part of the
community. Now, he sald, abeut J0
percent of the congregation comes
from the surrounding ares. Olhers
receive services from the church,

He sald he felt the chianging role of
the church in theé community al-
most the way one fecls a friendship
growing, “It's like when you get to
konow & person,’” he sald. "“Whea
you relax and find thisgs in com.

“mon. You' find out that they get

hungry and get tired und havo
needs™

Arnopoules sald ho knew before
coming to this church that there
was poverty In the area bul he
didn't reallze exactly what tkat
meant. Now, he's beén to houses
where several families live togeth-
er because they can’l find jobs and
where the caly furpishiog: are a
chair and & television setl on the
floor. He's seen fomilles in winter
withaut heal and he's worked wilh
runsgways, prosiitutes and drug end
aitohol abusers,

ln e way, that's all up his aliey,
When ke was 13 he spent time in @
boys' home in Sputh Dakota and be
sgid he's served Jall time fer
drunken driving ANl of that was
before he feund God more than a

Church continued on page 2



